
Interdisciplinary 
Inquiry Lessons for 
Social Studies 
using MO LEAP 
Blocks
An interdisciplinary approach for 
Science, Social Studies, and ELA 



Outcomes

By the time we leave today, our hope is that you: 
● See a working example of an adapted MO LEAP 

Block for interdisciplinary learning 
● Consider ways you could adapt the MO LEAP Blocks 

for your classroom 
 





Missouri Learning, Engagement and Preparation 

What are MO LEAP Blocks? 

Purpose
to support high quality social studies teaching 
and learning in Missouri schools

Goal

to create on grade-appropriate, 
standards-aligned instruction and assessment 
resources with flexible supports for student 
learning

Plan
to provide all Missouri teachers with quality, 
educator-created-and-reviewed social studies 
resources which are free and easily accessible



What are MO LEAP Blocks? 

Let’s Pause and take a look… 
 

bit.ly/moleapSS 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Using MO LEAP Blocks 

 

• A creative educator tailors them to her/his classroom 

• The focus is on instruction with assessment as a tool 
for learning 

• Instruction is built on students doing most of the work 

• Educators spend time exploring them: professional 
learning communities, professional development days, 
curriculum work… 

• They are an integral part of a systematic social studies 
curriculum 

 

Social Studies MO 
LEAP Blocks are most 
effective when…
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• Essential questions  
• Specific grade-level 

expectations  
• Vocabulary terms 

and definitions 
• Different item types 

listed  
• Additional content 

background for                 
teachers  

 

MO LEAP Teacher Supports 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Testimony of 
Captain Thomas 
Preston,  
Commander of the 
British troops,  
 --- MARCH 13, 1770  
 
 
 

   1. bludgeons: large  sticks used as 
weapons  

2. parleying: discussing  
3. endeavoring: trying 
4   scarcely: hardly, or not possible  
 

Complex and Diverse Texts 

On Monday night about 8 o’clock two soldiers were attacked. . . .
About 9 [o’clock] some of the guard came to and informed me the town 
inhabitants were assembling to attack the troops. . . . The mob still 
increased and were more outrageous, striking their clubs or bludgeons 1 
one against another. . . .
 At this time I was between the soldiers and the mob, parleying2 with, 
and endeavoring3 all in my power to persuade them to retire peaceably, 
but to no purpose. . . . 
On my asking the soldiers why they fired without orders, they said they 
heard the word “fire” and supposed it came from me. . . . 
But I assured the men that I gave no such order; that my words were, 
“don’t fire,” “stop your firing.” In short, it was scarcely4 possible for the 

soldiers to know who said fire, or don’t fire, or stop your firing.
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What Americans call the Boston Massacre, the 
British call the incident on King Street.  
 

Captain Thomas Preston was the commander of the British 
soldiers at the time. This text is a portion of Preston’s 
testimony at trial in Boston, in a new courthouse, just a few 
dozen yards from the shooting.  

 
Preston was accused of ordering his troops to fire on the 
citizens of  Boston who had gathered on King Street in front of 
the Boston Custom House. Five citizens of Boston were killed.  

 
Historians disagree whether Preston ordered his men to fire 
into the crowd or the troops fired in response to the actions of 
the crowd. The shootings caused many colonists to question 
their loyalty to the British government.  
 
One of the lawyers who represented Preston at trial was John 
Adams, future president of the United States.  

 

Sourcing and Historical Context 

Contextual information 
provided with sources, so 
educator can decide when 
to provide historical 
context  or source 
information for each 
document

Would you provide students with 
this context?... Before or after 
initial reading? 



10Visual Literacy Questions 



11Complete Keys and Scoring Guides 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• Standards alignment  
• Additional source 

material 
• Suggested activities to 

support ELA content 

English Language Arts Connections 



 

• It is what we know about our lives and our world, but also how 
we know it. 
 

• It is understanding patterns and processes which occur across 
time and place and applying that understanding to new or novel 
circumstances. 
 

• It is communicating that knowledge accurately, and creating 
understanding from that knowledge. 

 

What is Social Science Thinking? 



In any great lesson, there are SIX essential 
elements 
 
● Meaningful content 
● Reading 
● Writing 
● Listening 
● Speaking 
● Social Science Thinking Skills 

 
 

Planning Social Studies Instruction 

Content Literacy

Disciplinary Literacy



 
 
 
 

Planning Social Studies Instruction 



Skills and content are needed for success. 
 

Requires a consistent mindset 
and approach for instruction and 

assessment, but is not a 
monumental, time-annihilating 

task. 
 

Social Studies and Literacy 

High Quality Social StudiesTeaching andLearning



Cyclical Process Throughout 
Topic Ideas  -  Writing/Creation  -  Content and Bias Review  -  Release 

 

Social Studies MO LEAP Blocks 
 

2017-2018

Initial 
Conversations

First round of MO LEAP 
Blocks created

  

2019

Camdenton 
Pilot

First time used by 
students in real 

time

  

2020

1st Round 
Released

Summer - Review

  

2021-Present

Teacher Expansion 
Notes Begins

IDM lesson 
development begins

 

  



Our Work - Our Why 

Social Studies 
Colloquium

MLS Priority 
Standards and 

Historical 
Thinking Skills

Item 
Specifications Item Writing

Common NeedCurrent 
Resources

Missouri 
School 

Improvement 
Program 
(MSIP) 6

MO LEAP 
BLOCKS



Teacher-Driven Inquiry Design Model 



How it all fits 



IDMs and Resources 

Our Work - Our What 

MO LEAP Blocks

MO LEAP Blocks are 
unchanged and 

available to teachers.

  1

Traditional IDM 
Lesson

IDM multi-day lessons 
based on MO LEAP 

sources and 
assessment questions 
with additional sources 

and activities.

Student Facing 
Teacher Slides

Easy to use slides 
teachers can use in the 
classroom that follow 

IDM flow.

Student Interactive 
Notebook

Google Slide deck 
created for online or 

offline use by students 
to follow along IDM 

activities.

  2   3   4



2
2

https://sites.google.com/lsr7.net/moleap-idm-project/home
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Let’s take a deep dive into 
an example of what else 
you could do with these 
MO LEAP Blocks.  

Interdisciplinary Connections 



Social Studies
01 We identified the SS 

Block as being on that 
addressed a topic that 
was covered in Science 
at the same grade level 

Science
02 We considered how the 

Social Studies topic 
needed to be addressed 
in Science and how we 
could teach it 

ELA
03 Most of the tasks in the 

lesson/simulation require 
students to read and 
write so ELA is naturally 
embedded in the lesson 

Math
04 Math is also present in 

the Block and in the 
Science materials 
through charts, graphs, 
and data analysis. 

Courses Addressed in our 
Block



The Hurricane of 
1900 and the 
Rebuilding of 

Galveston

01

6-8 Geography MO LEAP Block 



Getting Started
● Identify the Block and how it could fit 

into multiple subjects 
● Discuss the pedagogy of instruction 

and needs for student learning in the 
various subjects 

● Brainstorm how each subject would 
approach the content  



What Social Studies, ELA, and Math 
teachers need to know about Science:

1. Ask questions 
2. Developing and using models - something with inputs and outputs (if we do this 

then we get this….if we do something else, then this is what we get….)  It could be 
a mathematical algorithm

3. Planning and carrying out investigations 
4. Analyzing and interpreting data - blind data is important to this- results are 

unknown until after it is over
5. Using math and computational thinking
6. Constructing explanations (science) and designing solutions (engineering)
7. Engaging in argument from evidence
8. Obtaining, evaluating, and communicating information 
 



What Science, ELA, and Math 
teachers need to know about SS:
● Historical thinking skills are critical to determining the importance and significance of 

people/places/things in history and how they impact us today
● These skills include;

○ Causation
○ Periodization
○ Continuity and change
○ Perspective
○ Making connections
○ Comparison
○ Interpretation
○ Using historical evidence
○ Argumentation

● You must ask questions that are relevant to students or they won't engage -  
something they care about (compelling questions)  



Consider the 
Outcomes
What do we want students to know, 
understand, and be able to do by the end of 
the Block in each class? 
 
How could we capture interest? 
 
What standards do we address? 



Outcomes
Know

Natural disasters have 
short and long term 
impact on many areas of 
life
Different areas are 
impacted in different 
ways
There are ways to plan 
and prepare for natural 
disasters when they 
happen
 

Understand

Will focus on the reasons 
why hurricanes happen 
and their impact.  
Students will construct, 
analyze and interpret 
graphical displays of 
weather data. 

Will focus on the history 
of hurricanes and how 
they impacted society.

Do
Students will construct, analyze 
and interpret graphical displays 
of weather data. They will look 
for relationships within the data 
and understand the causal or 
correlational relationship of that 
data.

They will analyze primary and 
secondary  source documents 
and data to draw conclusions 
about the impact of hurricanes 
on individuals, communities, 
and the country.
 



Standards - Teacher Notes
Social Studies

6-8.GEO.2.G.C
Explain how 
human-environmental 
interactions shape 
people and places. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Science

6-8.ESS2.C.2- Research, 
collect, and analyze data to 
provide evidence for how 
the motions and complex 
interactions of air masses 
results in changes in 
weather conditions. 

6-8.ESS3.B.1- Analyze and 
interpret data on natural 
hazards to forecast future 
catastrophic events and 
inform the development of 
technologies to mitigate 
their effects.

ELA

7.RI.1.A
Draw conclusions, infer 
and analyze by citing 
several pieces of textual 
evidence to support
analysis of what the text 
says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from 
the text.

Math
6.NS.C.5 Use positive 
and negative 
numbers to represent 
quantities.

7.EEI.B.4 - Write 
and/or solve linear 
equations and 
inequalities in one 
variable.

 



How We Planned



Social Studies
● Utilize the MO LEAP Block but break it into a format that fit the 

needs of my curriculum, my students, and my pedagogy 
● Consider were we could make meaningful connections to other 

content areas thus providing more meaningful learning for 
students. 

● Determine how many days we would need for the lesson and 
what students would need to do to properly analyze the sources 
provided in order to answer the questions in the Block. 

● Consider what additional materials and sources would be 
needed to compliment the MO LEAP Block to better fit my 
needs.  



Science
● Break MO LEAP Block into a format that fit the needs of my 

curriculum, my students, building on past knowledge. 
● Develop a shell teachers could build on. 
● Include Science and Engineering Practices (SEPs) and Cross 

Cutting Concepts (CCC) in such a way to connect with other 
disciplines but focus on science thinking. 

● Consider what additional materials and sources would be 
needed to compliment the MO LEAP Block to better fit my 
needs.  



What We 
Came Up 

With 

6-8 Galveston Interdisciplinary Lesson Plan 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1qQEIkUA6IpV_Q-PJEImqqqG4y-0Uc5yALhu_wNniX6c/edit?usp=sharing




Questions?


